43                FOLK-DANCE OF MAHARASHTRA
the left foot is dragged to make up the necessary space. The
leaders, and, at times a few others, have wooden clubs ia
their hands which they occasionally whirl in the air.
The tipri and gopfl dances.
These names are obviously given because of the pro-
minence of tipns and goph in these dances. Excepting the
addition of gjph there is no material differennce in the
movements and formation of the two dances though the
spectacular effect of the latter is decidedly superb.
There are various formations, some of which can clearly
be discerned in various patterns of the gop/i, when it is
properly executed. There are generally four, six or eight
pairs pcrticip-u/ng in this dance. They stand in a circle, the
members of -"h- pairs facing each other. In another formation
one from eacli pair kneels inside the circle, facing outward,
while his partner stands opposite to h;m. In a third forma-
tion, each pair or a couple of pairs as the case may be takes
its stand at the four different quarters all facing the centre.
In a foarth one, half the participants stand in a circle one
behind the other and the remaining half stand near them in
a similar position but with their faces turned in the opposite
direction. The halves are formed by'selecting one from each
pair for each half. In a fifth one, they stand in opposite
rows or in a single file and manipulate different inarching
formations of twos, fours and the like: Each one of the
participants has two small coloured sticks in his two hands,,
which are called tipns.
The movements, however, do not vary to a great extent
in these different formations. The participants have to
strike the tipns which are to be coordinated with the beat
of the tabla or the cymbal and thus arm movements are to
a great extent restricted. Usually they strike one beat with
their own pair of tipns, the one in the right hand being
struck upon the other in the left. Alternately they strike
one or botKthe tipns against those of their partner, or who-
ever happens to meet them while moving. Sometimes-
the tipns are carried over the head or below the knee in order